
Consensus made APC more 
united, stronger, says Gov. 
Ganduje

APC Convention: 
Full list of ratified 
candidates

Osun 2022: Don’t 
be distracted 
by opposition’s 
antics, Oyetola 
urges electorate

Tuberculosis: Nigeria must mobilize domestic resources to fill the gap – USAID

PG 15PG 8

PG 15

PG 4

How NYSC loses 
relevance – Investigation

BREAKING NEWS Platform info@royalnews.com.ng; +2349033698187         

Monday, March 28, 2022 DAILY

ROYAL NEWS
The online  

BY OUR REPORTER 

There is no denying that 
the National Youth 
Service Corps (NYSC), 

established by the Nigerian 
government during the military 
regime of General Yakubu 
Gowon in 1973, was created out 
of necessity to strengthen the 

country’s national unity in the 
midst of cultural diversification 
and the circumstances brought 
about by the country’s civil war 
at the time.

However, the question of 
whether or not it has lived up to 
the standard of being emulated 
by a young scheme after 49 
years of being birthed has been 

a critical issue of debate in 
several fora by knowledgeable 
elites across the country. In 
order to put the icing on the 
cake as to whether or not the 
scheme has performed beyond 
the purpose for which it was 
set up, there is a need to re-
examine the objectives of the 
scheme and the modern-day 

realities of present-day life.
Some of the objectives of 

the NYSC scheme are spelt out 
in Decree No.51 of 16th June 
1993 as follows:

To inculcate discipline in 
Nigerian youths by instilling 
in them a tradition of industry 
at work and of patriotic and 
loyal service to Nigeria in 

any situation they may find 
themselves. I wonder if the 
scheme takes time to evaluate 
corp members to have a 
clearer view of how effective 
and efficient this objective has 
been.

Another such objective is to 

Continues on Page 2

Corps members

Promotes double standard                                

2023: Wike 
declares for 
presidential 
election

Sit at Home: Soludo 
orders workers to 
work on Mondays 
or face sanction

2023: South 
East PDP backs 
Southern govs’ 
stance on zoning of 
Presidency

PG 2 PG 9 PG 8



2 info@royalnews.com.ng
MON. MAR. 28, 2022

ROYAL NEWSCover

FEB. THU. 17,2022

How NYSC loses relevance – Investigation

Osun Guber : Don’t be distracted by opposition’s 
antics, Gov Oyetola urges electorate
BY AKIN RICHY, OSOGBO

Osun State Governor, Mr 
Gboyega Oyetola, has 
urged the electorate 

not to fall for the antics of the 
opposition parties, who are out 
to distract them ahead of July 
16 governorship election in the 
state.

Oyetola said this during 
an engagement programme 
organised by the State’s Civic 
Engagement Centre for Osun 
State Conference of Artists 
Designers, House and Spraying 
Painter on Sunday in Osogbo.

Represented by his Special 
Adviser on Civic Engagement, 
Mr Olatunbosun Oyintiloye, 
the governor also urged 
members of the ruling party, 
All Progressives Congress, 
as well as, the electorate  to 
remain focus on the task of his 
reelection bid.

Oyetola, who noted that APC 
is still intact and indivisible 
in Osun, urged them not to 
be agitated, but to remain 
resolute, unflinching and 
committed to the task ahead, 

noting that the mission is 
achievable and accomplishable.

The governor urged the 
party members to continue 
to educate the populace 
on the need for stability, 
sustainability and continuity 
of his people’s oriented style of 
governance. 

“As election is approaching 
we tasked all our  members 
at all level to employ door-
to-door strategy to remind 
the electorate why our 
administration should be 
given a second chance to 
complete its developmental 
agenda for the state.

“Osun APC is strong and 
indivisible .I want to appeal 
to our members as well as the 
electorate not to be deceived 
nor distracted by lies and 
deceit made by opposition 
parties.

“You have seen and witness 
a lot of positive impacts and 
achievements  we had made 
since the inception of our 
administration and you can 
be rest assured of more better 
things to come when we are 

reelected”, he said.
Oyetola, who noted that the 

opposition would soon engage 
in campaign of calumny 
with fake promises, urged 
the electorate to be firm in 
their determination to ensure 
continuity.

Oyetola, however, 
commended members of the 
association for their support, 
adding that his administration 
will continue to provide friendly 
environment for  businesses to 
thrive. 

In his remarks, the Chairman 
of the association, Siyanbola 
Shaeeb, commended the 
governor for the ways and 
manners he had put human 
face to governance in the state.

Shaeeb  said that members of 
the association would support 
the reelection bid of the 
governor for his administration 
to continue with the good 
works.

He also appreciated the 
governor for providing enabling 
environment for the association 
to do their businesses without 
any hindrances.

The array of Ballot boxes indicating the stage is now set for the commencement of the APC national 
convention at the Eagle’s Square in Abuja, at the weekend. 

raise the moral tone of the 
Nigerian youths by allowing them 
to learn about higher ideals of 
national achievement and social 
and cultural improvement. An 
objective that has been defeated 
by the corp members The majority 
of corp members are no longer 
interested in the ideals of national 
achievement, social and cultural 
improvement due to the belief 
that if the bureaucrats and elite 
children can go as far as not even 
serving those who just pay their 
monthly allowance to their zonal 
directors (or zonal directors as the 
case may be), others should also be 
able to enjoy the largess as what is 
good for the geese is equally good 
for the gander.

Another objective is to develop in 
the Nigerian youths the attitudes 
of mind, acquired through shared 
experience and suitable training, 
which will make them more 
amenable to mobilization in the 
national interest. The question 
that comes to mind here is whether 
the NYSC scheme is giving or 
providing the corp members with 
such training, a situation that 
goes against the mandate of the 
scheme.

As the Nigerian economy seems 
to be striving towards moving away 
from a mono-economy income 
generation away from crude oil, 
it makes one wonder what the 
objective of enabling Nigerian 
youths to acquire the spirit of self-
reliance by encouraging them to 
develop skills for self-employment 
as stipulated by the scheme stands 
for, if there is nothing as such going 
on in most of the states where the 
corp members are posted for their 
primary assignment.

If one must critically analyse 
the objective of “contribute to the 
accelerated growth of the national 
economy”, the question that arises 
is, what is the definition of growth 
in the context of the scheme, if the 
scheme in itself is not assisting 
in propelling graduates towards 
positive activities that can result 
in tangible economic growth for 
the nation, beyond being posted to 
a PPA, which does not align with 
their course of study?

Royal News learnt that the 
majority of the corp members, 
either originally posted or 
redeployed to Abuja, find it 
difficult to get a place in the PPA. A 
situation that has placed many of 
the women stationed in the city’s 
capital in hazardous situations.

A vivid example of how the 
NYSC scheme has not lived up to 
its objective of being a propeller 
of accelerated economic growth 
can be seen in the case of Salamat 
Ajansare (not real name), who 
happens to be a graduate of 
taxation and was posted to one 
of the taxes regulating agencies 
in Nigeria, but was rejected from 

in a state where he would have 
to go an extra mile to afford a 
living.

Anachura stated that he is 
aware that other colleges serving 
the same scheme in other parts 
of the country are experiencing 
the same hardship that the 
scheme has met on them, as they 
are constantly communicating 
on how they are coping in their 
various states of posting.

2023: South 
East PDP backs 
Southern govs’ 
stance on zoning 
of Presidency

The Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) in the South East geo-po-
litical zone has aligned with the 

position of the Southern Governors’ 
Forum that the next president of Ni-
geria should come from the southern 
part of the country.

The PDP South East also directed 
that the existing zoning patterns in 
states and constituencies of the zone 
must be strictly observed and adhered 
to in every state and constituency of 
the zone.

Briefing newsmen after the Zonal 
Executive Committee (ZEC) meet-
ing of the PDP, held in Enugu, and 
attended by the leader of the Party in 
the South East and Governor of Enu-
gu State, Rt. Hon. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, 
his Abia State counterpart, Dr. Okezie 
Victor Ikpeazu, the National Secretary 
of the Party, Senator Sam Anyanwu, 
members of the State and National As-
semblies, members of PDP National 
Executive Committee (NEC), Board 
of Trustees (BOT) members, among 
others, the National Vice Chairman 
(South East), Chief Ali Odefa disclosed 
that it was unanimously agreed that 
the PDP should zone the presidency of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria to the 
Southern part of the country ahead of 
the party primaries.

Chief Odefa added that the PDP 
South East stands with the resolution of 
the Southern Governors’ Forum “that 
the Office of the Presidency should be 
zoned to the Southern part of Nigeria”.

On the issue of zoning at the state 
and constituency levels in the zone, the 
PDP National Vice Chairman stated: 
“We said where there are zoning pat-
terns they must be strictly observed 
and adhered to in every state and con-
stituency”.

Chief Odefa added: “We also went 
ahead to make interventions for our 
members who are holding political and 
elective positions in Anambra State 
who didn’t defect to other political 
parties in the time of the election but 
stood by the party (PDP) in times of 
bad weather, that they should be given 
support to return back to their various 
offices”.

Continues from cover where she would have made 
a positive contribution to 
the accelerated growth of the 
country by bringing to fur the 
knowledge she has acquired in 
school to real-life situations 
but was rather told she couldn’t 
serve in the agency since it 
wasn’t her “sugar-daddy” that 
got the posting for her. In a 
second, though, she jostled to 
get a place where she could just 
do her compulsory one-year 

service, not minding what the 
aim of the scheme was.

Of what use is a scheme that 
can’t live up to expectations? 
The Nigerian government is 
just wasting our time with the 
response of Joseph Anachura, 
who stated that he would have 
preferred the aggregate of 
what he would have earned in 
12 service months be given to 
him at a go for him to say he is 
serving the country, which he 

described as an unproductive 
year.

 According to Anachura, who 
is currently living in a batcha, 
a security house made with 
roofing sheets at an annual 
rental fee of #50,000 in the 
suburbs of Abuja, he would have 
preferred to serve in his village 
where he wouldn’t be subjected 
to such ridiculous exposure to 
vices and all forms of insecurity, 
as he feels he doesn’t need to be 
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He is the 40th Oba, a title 
created for the Head of State 
(Emperor) of the Benin Empire 

at some time between 1180 and 1300.
Ewuare II chose his name as tribute 

to the 15th-century Ewuare I.
Eheneden Erediauwa, as he was 

known before becoming Oba of 
Benin, attended Edo College in Benin 
from 1965 to 1967 and Immaculate 
Conception College from 1968 to 
1970. He got his A-Level Certificate 
from South Thames College, London. 

He graduated with an Economics 
degree from the University of Wales, 
UK and holds a Master of Public 
Administration degree from Rutgers 
University Graduate School, New 
Jersey, USA.

He worked at the United Nations 
between 1981 and 1982. He also 
served as Nigeria’s Ambassador to 
Angola and Sweden, with accreditation 
to Norway, Denmark and the Republic 
of Finland. He was also Nigeria’s 
Ambassador to Italy.

 Since his ascension to the throne, 
Ewuare II has worked closely with 
Godwin Obaseki, the current governor 
of Edo State. Like many of his 
predecessors, he started his rule 
by demanding that the spiritually 
and historically important Benin 
Bronzes that were stolen in 1897 by 
the British Empire be returned to his 
people.

In October 2017, he celebrated 
his first anniversary on the throne, 
with great participation by the 
local populace as well as several 
officials, politicians, and visitors 
from other parts of Nigeria such as 
Lagos, Calabar, and Jos. The Sokoto 
Sultanate Council and Ile-Ife’s royal 
family also sent representatives to 
take part in the celebrations.

In 2018, Ewuare II issued a curse 
against any juju priest involved 
in carrying out human trafficking 
within his domain, and he publicly 
revoked all curses used by priests to 
manipulate trafficking victims. One 
analyst reported that “what the oba 
has done is likely to be more effective 
than anything the international anti-
trafficking community has managed 
to do after millions of dollars and 
many years”.

During the governorship campaign 
in the Edo State 2020 election, the 
Oba encouraged all political players 
to conduct themselves peacefully, 
an act that accorded him praises 
by groups such as the Edo Equity 
Forum(EEF) as well as the Allied 
Peoples Movement (APM).

In 2021, the University of Aberdeen 
approved the repatriation of one of 
the Benin Bronzes. A delegation led 
by Ewuare II officially received the 
statue on 28 October 2021.

Royal Father of the week
His Royal Highness, OBA EWUARE II is one of the most powerful traditional rulers in Nigeria. He was born on 20th October 1953 and was 

crowned the Oba of Benin on 20 October 2016.
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Ekiti state governor and Chairman Nigeria’s governors forum Dr Kayode Fayemi and other Party men at the 
Ondo State Pavilion during the APC national convention in Abuja, at the weekend. PHOTO: OKEKE JANE

Demolition: Landlords, Landladies stage protests 
in Osun, ask Oyetola to pay their compensation

Tuberculosis: 
Nigeria must 
mobilize 
domestic 
resources to fill 
the gap – USAID

BY AKIN RICHY, OSOGBO

Landlords and landladies whose 
houses were demolished in Osogbo, 
Osun State capital during the 

administration of former Governor, Ogbeni 
Rauf Aregbesola have called on Governor 
Gboyega Oyetola to urgently come to their 
aid and pay their compensation.

The affected people were drawn from 
Olonkoro, Old Garage, Ajegunle, Ayetoro 
and Igbona just to mention a few.

According to them, the former Governor 
Rauf Aregbesola demolished their houses 
in order to pave way for dualization of the 
road but their compensation was not given 
to them until the expiration of his tenure.

Led by 85-years old, the Landlords and 
Landladies staged the protest for the refusal  
of the state government to pay them over 1 
billion Naira Compensation after destroying 
their houses 14 years ago.

The Octogenarian who led the affected 
landlords and Landladies Association in 
the protest carried placard with various 
inscription “Please fulfill your words Mr 
Governor, Redeem your pledge and pay us 
our compensation, Pay our money as our 
people are dying”, among other inscriptions.

Addressing newsmen, the Chairman of 
the Landlords and Landladies Association, 
Mr Oladejo Moshood said no fewer that 
14 affected persons have reportedly died 
between 2012 till date.

He said the deceased persons have waited 
for a long time for the government to pay 

their compensation for demolishing their 
houses, but all to no avail until their demise.

According to Oladejo, apart from those 
who have died, many who are still alive are 
facing serious challenges with their families. 

He stated that, they have gone to 
borrow money from the bank and various 
cooperative societies to start re-building 
their demolished buildings saying, most of 
them and their family have no place to lay 
their heads. 

His words,  “We  are here to call on the 
state Governor, My Gboyega Oyetola to 
please pay us our compensation running 
to 1 billion Naira which was promised 
since 2012 which was the regime of the 
immediate past Governor and current 
minister for Interior Mr Rafiu Aregbesola.

“I can tell you that over 14 landlords and 
Landladies have died due to hardship and 
non payments of their compensation. 

“Many of us are sick while still waiting 
to receive the money. This is why we are 
calling on the State Government to fulfill 
their promise made  to us since 2012 
because some of us are indebted to bank for 
borrowing to re-construct our demolished 
building. 

“As I speak with you now many houses 
are under construction but the owners did 
not see money to complete it “, he stated. 

Also speaking, the Octogenarian, Michael 
Adeogun said the Governor had long 
promised to pay them their compensation  
but up till this moment he has not redeemed 
his promise.

BY AMINAT AMINU

The United States Agency for International 
Development, USAID has said the 
Nigerian government, public, private 

organisation  need to necessarily mobilize 
domestic resources to fill the current 70 per cent 
funding gap in Tuberculosis through budgetary 
allocation and innovations in health insurance.

Rachel Goldstein, USAID/Nigeria HIV/AIDS 
Office Director, stated this while speaking at 
the Ministerial Press Briefing to commemorate 
the 2022 World TB Day in Abuja, and said due 
to USAID’s contribution, together with other 
key partners, Nigeria has witnessed a significant 
increase in case finding and treatment coverage 
in the past two years, in spite of the challenges 
posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, but there is 
need to more.

According to Goldstein, the Government of 
Nigeria’s efforts in increasing TB case detection 
from more than 100,000 in 2018 to more than 
200,000 in 2021 has been enormous, however, 
much still remains to be done if Nigeria is to meet 
its TB control targets.  

Commending the government, she further 
said, Nigeria has remained in the top 10 
countries affected by TB, with one of the lowest 
detection rates globally and must continue to 
work together to reach all TB patients and their 
contacts in the country.

“It is necessary to mobilize domestic resources 
to fill this gap through budgetary allocation 
and innovations in health insurance.  USAID 
is delighted to observe the increase in state 
funding allocations to address the TB epidemic in 
Lagos, Osun, Kano, Kaduna, and Plateau states.  
Similarly, we commend the inclusion of TB in 
state health insurance schemes in Lagos and 
Osun state.” 

She restated the USAID’s continued technical 
support and interventions to reach every 
Nigerian with TB, curing those in need of 
treatment, and preventing the spread of new 
infections.

In a similar vain, representative of Stop 
TB Partnership Nigeria,  Dr Queen Ugboja 
called on stakeholders, government and non 
governmental organisations to work together to 
Stop TB by 2030, while Dr Dele Olofin of the CDC 
averred that there must be a concerted efforts 
towards ending Tuberculosis. 

For his part, the Minister of Health, Dr. Osagie 
E. Ehanire said the theme of the years’ world 
TB day celebration “Invest to END TB, Save 
Lives” and slogan “Give More, Do More, End TB 
Now!” is apt and fully aligns with our kick-out TB 
initiative. Key activities lined up for the week-long 
event includes amongst others the ministerial 
press briefing, community outreaches with the 
Well on Wheels truck and the first lady’s summit.

Again, 6 others 
escape bandits 
abduction in 
Kaduna – Police
BY ACHADU GABRIEL, KADUNA

Kaduna police command said some 
criminal armed bandits, in large 
number, blocked some commuters at 

Kwanan Janruwa along Buruku –Birnin Gwari 
road, and were shooting sporadically in their 
desperate move to whisk away the occupant of 
the vehicles.

The command disclosed this in a statement 
signed by its spokesman ASP Mohammed 
Jalige and made available to journalists in 
KadunA on Friday.

According to police, upon receipt of the 
information, men and logistics were quickly 
mobilised  and dispatched to the location 
alongside other sister security agencies where a 
serious gun battle ensued. 

It added that, in the process, the  security 
agencies were able to force the bandits to retreat 
and flee into the forest with varying degrees of 
injuries.

The operatives thereafter rescued five people 
unharmed including one Abba Surajo ‘M’, 
Falalu Isa ‘M’, Aminu Saidu ‘M’, Shamsudden 
Haruna ‘M’, Hajara Ibrahim ‘F’ and Lubabatu 
Umar ‘F’, all of Buruku village in Chikun LGA 
of Kaduna state.

“On 22nd March, 2022 the Kaduna 
Police Command received a report through 
Divisional Police Officer Buruku noting 
that, on the same date at about 1200 hours, 
reliable information has it that criminal 
armed bandits in large number had blocked 
some commuters at Kwanan Janruwa along 
Buruku –Birnin Gwari road and were shooting 
sporadically in their desperate move to whisk 
away the occupant of the vehicles.

“Upon receipt of the information, men 
and logistics were quickly mobilised  and 
dispatched to the location alongside other 
sister security agencies where a serious gun 
battle ensued. 

“Meanwhile the security agencies were able 
to force the bandits to retreat and flee into the 
forest with varying degrees of injuries.

“The operation led to the recovery of the 
following vehicles at scene; a Golf 2 vehicle ash 
in colour with Reg.No AR 73 MKA and a Golf 
3 sedan white in colour with Reg.No. DKA 241 
XA .

“The victims were taken to the station, 
profiled and subsequently reunited with their 
loved ones. However, more effort is in place 
to checkmate bandits hibernating around the 
axis to guarantee the safety of road users”, it 
stated.

In a related development, the operatives 
of the Command attached to Zaria Area 
Command while on routine surveillance 
patrol within Zaria city smartly intercepted a 
suspicious Golf sedan vehicle, black in colour 
with Reg. No XC 383 LFA. 

FROM FRANCIS 
ADEKUNLE, ADO-EKITI 

Ekiti State Governor 
and Chairman, Nigeria 
Governors’ Forum, Dr 

Kayode Fayemi has congratulated 
the newly elected national 
executives of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) under the 
chairmanship of former Nassarawa 
State Governor, Senator Abdullahi 
Adamu on their emergence at the 
party’s just concluded national 

Convention in Abuja.
He also lauded the APC National 

Caretaker Committee headed by 
Yobe State Governor, Mai Malla 
Buni for organising a successful 
national convention, aimed at 
further strengthening the party 
ahead of 2023 general election, 
in addition to holding the party 
together for almost two years.

Dr Fayemi, in a statement shortly 
after the new executives were 
inaugurated in Abuja on Sunday, 
said he was happy the party’s 

convention held successfully, 
despite initial anxieties and 
divergent interests and opinions of 
members over what they considered 
the best way moving forward.

He congratulated the new 
National Chairman, Senator 
Adamu, the national Secretary, 
Otunba Iyiola Omisore and 
other elected National Working 
Committee (NWC) members 
whose elections were ratified at 
the convention, and wished them 
success in the task of repositioning 

APC as the undisputable number 
one political party in the country 
with attendant electoral fortune.

He urged the new national 
officers to look beyond the various 
opposition expressed by individuals 
or groups to their aspirations 
ahead of the convention, saying 
that was normal in any democratic 
setting. He also urged them 
to hit the ground running by 
reaching out to aggrieved party 
members and running an inclusive 
administration.

Fayemi congratulates newly elected APC national officers Nkem Okereh 
News editor 

chukwudiemma2005@yahoo.com
08135343684
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Osun Special Adviser  charges 
O’TRAM  Officers on ethical behavior

 BY AROWONA ABDULAZEEZ

E kiti State Governor 
and Chairman, 
Nigeria Governors’ 

Forum, Dr Kayode Fayemi 
has congratulated the newly 
elected national executives of 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) under the chairmanship 
of former Nassarawa State 
Governor, Senator Abdullahi 
Adamu on their emergence at the 
party’s just concluded national 
Convention in Abuja.

He also lauded the APC 
National Caretaker Committee 
headed by Yobe State Governor, 
Mai Malla Buni for organising a 
successful national convention, 
aimed at further strengthening 
the party ahead of 2023 general 
election, in addition to holding 
the party together for almost 
two years.

Dr Fayemi, in a statement 
shortly after the new executives 
were inaugurated in Abuja on 
Sunday, said he was happy 
the party’s convention held 
successfully, despite initial 
anxieties and divergent 
interests and opinions of 
members over what they 

Fayemi lauds Buni-led Caretaker 
Committee for successful convention

Defection: ‘We won’t miss you’,  Osun APC tells Lasun
BY AKIN RICHY, OSOGBO

The All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in Osun 
State has described 

as laughable the purported 
defection of the former Deputy 
Speaker of the Federal House 
of Representatives, Hon Lasun 
Yusuf from the APC, noting 
that his defection is “good 
riddance to bad rubbish”.

The party said Osun APC 
remained unperturbed, and 
will not lose sleep over the 
defection of Hon Lasun from 

the APC, adding that, in the 
last 7 years, he added no value 
to the development of the 
party.

This reaction was contained 
in a statement issued from 
party’s Directorate of Publicity, 
Research and Strategy and 
signed by its Director, Kunle 
Oyatomi Esq and made 
available to Newsmen on 
Saturday in Osogbo, the state 
capital.

The Osun APC said the party 
will not, in any way, feel the 
absence of Hon Lasun Yusuf, 
adding that his defection is a 

blessing to the party.
“It is pertinent to tell the 

public what they already know 
that Hon Lasun Yusuf is a 
“noisemaker and  paperweight 
politician” whose mind has 
left the party since 2018 after 
he contested for governorship 
primary election and failed 
and he has consistently been 
failing to win elections,  even 
in his Poling Unit”.

“Our party will show Hon 
Yusuf that truly, he has no 
electoral value because, 
when he worked against the 
party, APC recorded so much 

electoral victories and the 
next election won’t  be an 
exemption”.

The party therefore, urged 
members of the APC to stay 
away from enemies of the 
party who portray themselves 
as party men but they are 
worse than those in opposition 

Osun APC therefore, 
enjoined party members and 
supporters to be resolute in 
their support and “canvass for 
new loyal members into the 
party as our doors are widely 
open, for whoever wants to 
join.

BY AKIN RICHY, OSOGBO

Special Adviser to Osun 
Governor on Works and 
Transport, Engr. Hussein 

Toke Olaniyan has charged Osun  
Trafic Marshal(O’TRAM) Officers   
to be ethical in their behavior when 

discharging their duties.
Engr. Olaniyan gave the charge 

in Osogbo while  meeting with 
the Traffic Marshals and their 
Monitoring officers across the 
State. 

The Special Adviser harped on 
the need for the Traffic Marshals 

considered the best way moving 
forward.

He congratulated the new 
National Chairman, Senator 
Adamu, the national Secretary, 
Otunba Iyiola Omisore and 
other elected National Working 
Committee (NWC) members 
whose elections were ratified 
at the convention, and wished 
them success in the task of 
repositioning APC as the 
undisputable number one 
political party in the country 
with attendant electoral fortune.

He urged the new national 
officers to look beyond the 
various opposition expressed 
by individuals or groups to 
their aspirations ahead of 
the convention, saying that 
was normal in any democratic 
setting. He urged them to 
hit the ground running by 
reaching out to aggrieved 
party members and running an 
inclusive administration.

“Hearty congratulations to 
the newly elected national 
officers of our great party, APC. 
Their election at this crucial 
period in our national politics, 
no doubt, has placed on them 
an enormous responsibility.

“I have no doubt that they 
will make a success of the 
task, giving their pedigree 
as very resourceful men 
and women of proven 
integrity, ability and 

capacity.
“ I congratulate Senator 

Adamu, our newly elected 
national chairman and 
all the new national 
officers and wish them a 

successful and impactful 
tenure that would remain 
quite unforgettable in the 
annals of the history of 
our great party, APC and 
country in general.”              

News

Lasun Yusuf

to do their work with 
human face and Omoluabi 
ethos,reminding them that 
they must not misrepresent 
the amiable government of 
Governor Adegboyega in 
their various duty stations in 
the course of regulating and 

controlling traffic.
Engr.Olaniyan who assured 

all Traffic Marshals Officer 
that  Governor Adegboyega 
Oyetola will do everything 
possible to enhance their 
performancies,also cautioned 
the road users to comply with 

all traffic rules and regulations 
in order to avert road crashes.

Also speaking the  
Executive Secretary, Office of  
Transportation, Engr. Bilad 
Adiat, counseled the officers 
to always be cautious of the 
job hazzard.       

Plateau state governor Simon Lalung and former senator from Edo State Senator Domingo Obembe during the APC national 
convention in Abuja, at the weekend. PHOTO:  OKEKE JANE
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APC Convention: Full list of ratified candidates

BY ABOJE ANEFU, MAKURDI

Rivers State Governor, 
Nyesom Wike, on Sunday 
breezed into Makurdi, 

Benue State capital, declared 
his interest in the nation’s most 
exalted seat and appealed to 
Benue people to vote for him 
during the coming party primary.

He called on national delegates 
of Peoples Democratic Party not 
to sell their votes but should 
consider him.

Wike who addressed the party 
delegates at Government House, 
Makurdi said that most of the 
presidential aspirants from  the 
party were responsible for the 
party defeat in 2015.

Apparenly referring to the 
former Vice President and 
President of the Senate; Alhaji 
Abubakar Atiku and Bukola 
Saraki respectively, Wike asked 
that some of the presidential 
aspirants on the platform of 
the party left the party when it 
matter most.

He said, “Let this people who 
are interested in presidency in 
PDP tell us their contributions, 
you claimed to be one of the 
founding fathers of the party, but 
you have left and came back, you 
have become ordinary person in 

2023: Wike declares for presidential election

US can’t remove Putin as Russian President 
– NATO ambassador counters Biden
US ambassador to NATO, 

Jalianne Smith, has 
countered US President Joe 

Biden’s statement that Vladimir 
Putin can no longer remain as 
Russian President.

The Biden government has 
continued on Sunday to clean up 
the President’s off-the-cuff remark 
he made in Warsaw on Saturday 
when he visited Ukrainian 
refugees in Poland saying Putin 
“cannot remain in power.”

Smith, however, said the 
surprising comments by the US 
leader was a “principled human 
reaction,” made after he spent the 

day seeing the firsthand tragedies 
of war, when he visited with 
hundreds of Ukranian refugees,” 
the ambassador told CNN.

“He went to the National 
Stadium in Warsaw and literally 
met with hundreds of Ukrainians. 
He heard their heroic stories as 
they were fleeing Ukraine in the 
wake of Russia’s brutal war in 
Ukraine.

“In the moment, I think that 
was a principled human reaction 
to the stories that he had heard 
that day.”

Still, Smith said, the “US does 
not have a policy of regime change 

in Russia, full stop.”
Her comments come hours 

after Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken also tried to downplay the 
President’s remarks while in Israel, 
saying, “I think the President, the 
White House, made the point last 
night that, quite simply, President 
Putin cannot be empowered to 
wage war or engage in aggression 
against Ukraine or anyone else.”

Smith continued, “The full 
administration, the President 
included, believes that we cannot 
empower Putin right now to wage 
war in Ukraine or pursue these 
acts of aggression.”

On Saturday night, a former 
Governor of Nasarawa 
State, Abdullahi Adamu, 

was confirmed the new national 
chairman of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC).

Adamu is President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s preferred 
aspirant.

He became a consensus 
candidate after George Akume 
(Benue State), Tanko Al-Makura 
(Nasarawa), Abdul’Aziz Yari 

(Zamfara), Sani Musa (Niger), 
Saliu Mustapha (Kwara) and Etsu 
Muhammed (Niger) withdrew 
from the race.

The ratification of Adamu 
and other members of the new 
National Working Committee 
(NWC) and Zonal Leaders of 
the party was part of activities 
at the convention of the APC, 
which ended in the early hours 
of Sunday at the Eagles Square, 
Abuja.

An ex-deputy governor of Osun 
State, Iyiola Omisore, emerged 
the party’s national secretary.

Other ratified executives 
include Ijeoma Arodiogwu 
(National Vice Chairman, South-
East), Victor Giadom (National 
Vice Chairman, South-South), 
Senator Abubakar Kyari (Borno 
State) as the Deputy National 
Chairman (North), Emma 
Eneukwu (Enugu State) as the 
Deputy National Chairman 

(South), Festus Fuanter 
(Deputy National Secretary), 
Isaac Kekemeke (National Vice 
Chairman, South-West), Muhazu 
Rijau (National Vice Chairman, 
North-Central), Mustapha Salihu 
(National Vice Chairman, North-
East) and Salihu Lukman (National 
Vice Chairman, North-West).

The rest are Ahmed El-Marzuk 
(National Legal Adviser), Uguru 
Ofoke (National Treasurer), Bashir 
Gumel (Financial Secretary), 

Suleiman Argungu (National 
Organising Secretary), Abubakar 
Maikafi (National Auditor), 
Ibrahim Salawu (Deputy National 
Legal Adviser), Omorede Osifo 
(Deputy National Treasurer), Beta 
Edu (National Woman Leader), 
Abdullahi Israel (National Youth 
Leader), Tolu Bankole (Special 
Persons Leader), F.N Nwosu 
(National Welfare Secretary) and 
Felix Morka (National Publicity 
Secretary).

the new PDP.
“If you form a company and 

run away because the company is 
not doing well you come back and 
found that it is now doing well and 
you want to come and take over.

He further said, “Some people 
want to use Nigeria to get back 
their private business, let them 
mention their private sector that 
survived; is it bank that your father 
had.

“Everybody is an employer of 
labour, even me I have 50 people 
in.my house, so everybody has 
been employing people according 
to his capacity. 

“In 2015, most of these people 
made us (PDP) to lose the election.

The Rivers State Governor said 
he had stood firm for the party 
through thick and thin, adding 
that he had contributed immensely 
to the growth of the party.

“I have spoken truth to power, I 
don’t have problem with anybody 
but have to tell them the truth. 
Umahi and others abused me 
because I told him that you can not 
take our mandate away.

“As governor I have performed 
well, I can go anywhere with my 
shoulder high, how many of them 
have challenged this government, 
(APC).”

Earlier, Benue State Goveror, 
Former Imo state governor, Rochas Okorocha acknowledging cheers from supporters at the Eagle’s Square during 
the APC national convention in Abuja,at the weekend. PHOTO:  OKEKE JANE

Samuel Ortom who lauded 
the contributions of his 
River State counterpart to 
Benue State and towards the 
displaced persons said that 
the people of the state would 

support his aspiration.
“Periodically, you have 

been helping us, particularly 
during the 2018 crisis in the 
state, we will support your 
aspiration because you have 

sown seed and you need to 
reap.

Ortom said he had been a 
vanguard on the southern 
presidency, adding, “on 
southern presidency I stand.”

News
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The Anike Community in On-
icha Igboeze of Ebonyi has 
pledged to assist the police 

in their investigation to unmask the 
killers of 35-year-old lady native, 
Miss Nnenna Onu.

The Chairman of the communi-
ty, Mr Phillip Nwankwo, made the 
pledge while reacting to the grue-
some murder of the lady by yet-to-be 
identified assailants.

Speaking in an interview with the 
News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in 
Abakiliki on Sunday, Nwankwor de-
scribed the incident as barbaric.

He called on the people of the 
community to join hands with the 
police and other relevant security 
agencies to fish out the perpetrators 
of the crime from the community.

He said: “The act is purely an evil 
against our community and we con-
demn it in totality.

“On our side as a community, we 
have already made a pronouncement 
and incantations against the persons 

Murder of 35-year-old lady: Ebonyi 
community joins police to unmask killers

Osinbajo scores APC high in 
infrastructure, agriculture, others

Vice President Yemi 
Osinbajo says in eight 
years, the All Progressives 

Congress(APC)-led Federal 
Government has embarked 
on the largest investments in 
infrastructure and agriculture in 
Nigeria’s history.

Osinbajo’s spokesman, Laolu 
Akande, in a statement on Sunday, 
said the vice president spoke 
on Saturday night at the APC 
convention, held at the Eagles 
Square, Abuja.

The vice president spoke ahead 
of President Muhammadu Buhari 
and joined him on Sunday to 
witness the swearing-in of the 

newly-elected National Executive 
Council officers of the party.

Osinbajo said that the vision 
and determination of Buhari to 
significantly improve the economy, 
enhance security, and fight against 
corruption remained firm.

He said that the Federal 
Government under APC, remained 
committed to creating more jobs 
for Nigerians, increasing access to 
healthcare, and building a united, 
strong nation, among others.

“We will actualise the pledge of 
universal health coverage for all; 
we will continue undaunted in the 
task of building infrastructure that 
will be the foundation of the great 

modern economy of our dreams.
“We will continue in the task of 

building a strong, united, fair and 
just Nigeria; a Nigeria where every 
young man and woman can find 
opportunities to work and prosper.

“We must focus on the objective 
of taking 100 million out of 
poverty in this decade, as promised 
by this government under the 
leadership of President Buhari.

“We will not relent; we will 
not look back and we will not 
falter; and by the grace of God, 
this party, our party, the APC 
will in the coming decades, lead 
Nigeria and its great peoples to 
its manifest destiny.

The Anambra State governor, 
Prof Charles Soludo has or-
dered workers to report at 

their duty posts on Mondays just 
like any other day or risk sanction.

The governor’s directive was 
contained in memo signed by the 
Anambra State Head of Service, 
Barr Theodora Igwegbe.

The statement read thus: “Fol-
lowing the need to reposition the 
service for better performance and 
productivity, His Excellency, Pro-
fessor Charles Chukwuma Soludo 
has directed that all public servants 

should henceforth report at their 
places of work on Mondays as they 
do on other work days.

“Consequently, absence from 
duty on Mondays or any other of-
ficial workday without approval 
will be viewed as serious miscon-
duct which will attract appropriate 
sanctions.

“This directive takes immediate 
effect. Political office holders, Per-
manent Secretaries and all Head of 
Non-Ministerial departments are 
to disseminate the content of this 
circular to all public servants under 

their supervision and also monitor 
compliance.”

Chieftains of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) have 
called on the party mem-

bers to consolidate on the gains of 
president Muhammadu Buhari to 
win the 2023 General Elections.

They made the call at the APC’s 
National Convention on Saturday 
in Abuja.

President of the Senate, Ahmed 
Lawan, said that the party proved 
that it was united by holding the 
convention which some people 
thought would never hold.

“They said we will never be 
together as a party, but today 
we are together and holding the 
convention, this is a night of 
unity for us.

“Our caretaker committee did 
well and achieved so much, I 
hope that at the end of the con-
vention everyone will be happy.

“This is seven years plus that 
we have been working as APC, 
President Buhari has done well 
,although he may not be on the 
ballot in 2023, but you will re-
main the legacy of APC,” he said.

Lawan commended the presi-
dent for his effort in building in-
frastructure in every state espe-
cially the Second Niger Bridge.

The Speaker House of Repre-
sentatives, Femi Gbajabiamila, 
also congratulated the party for 
holding the convention, adding 
that the party had come a long 

way through many trials and 
tribulations but stood the test 
of time.

“Building is a long term task 
and we all have a role to play .

“We at the National Assem-
bly have kept faith in Nigeria 
through laws and passed some 
strong laws like the PIB Law ,Po-
lice reform Act, among others.

“All things being equal, we 
will revisit the issues of the 
women inclusion bills.”

Governor of Kebbi ,Atiku Ba-
gudu,  said that the party did 
well in terms of its promises of 
security, economy, accountabili-
ty and food security.

Bagudu said that in spite of 
the global crisis, the party kept 
Nigeria stable by supporting the 
36 states which could not pay 
salaries and pensions to restore 
social contract with the gov-
erned.

“The president directed em-
powerment of farmers, sup-
ported fishing communities 
among others for food security 
and development of relevant 
economy.

“We were able to survive two 
recessions in spite of COVID-19, 
even during this global crisis of 
the Ukraine and Russian war 
when other countries are in 
food crisis we have food security.” 
(NAN)

Consolidate on Buhari’s achievements, 
Lawan, Gbajabiamila charge APC

Sit at Home: Soludo orders workers to work 
on Mondays or face sanction

that have hand in the killing of our 
daughter.

“We believe and hope that our tradi-
tion will not allow them to go unpun-
ished.

“I promise that I am ready to sup-
port the police in finding the killers.”

Meanwhile, the Ebonyi Police Com-
mand said it had commenced investi-
gations into the incident, which hap-
pened on Dec. 23, 2021.

The command’s Spokesperson, DSP 
Loveth Odah, said the police investi-
gating team had visited the scene but 
no arrest had so far been made.

“The police have commenced clinical 
investigation into the matter.

“What delayed the investigation 
and arrest before now was that the 
family failed to make official report to 
the command when the incident hap-
pened.

“Well, the family told us that the fail-
ure to report the matter on time was 
due to the threats to them by their rel-
atives should they report to the police.

News

l Crowd of party supporters struggling outside the gate to gain access into the Eagle’s Square, venue of the APC 
national  convention in Abuja, at the weekend. PHOTO:  OKEKE JANE

Governor Charles Soludo
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The Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) has 
lamented the high number 

of unclaimed dividends in the 
capital market.

A statement by the Commission 
in Abuja on Sunday, said Mr 
Lamido Yuguda, the Director-
General of SEC, expressed the 

Business news

Buhari moves to end crude oil theft, 
pipeline vandalism – NNPC Weekly

SEC laments high 
level of unclaimed 
dividends

The weekly activities of the 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Company Limited (NNPC 

Ltd.) started with a move by 
President Muhammadu Buhari to 
end crude oil theft in the country.

To this end, Buhari ordered the 
Minister of State for Petroleum 
Resources, Chief Timipre Sylva and 
the Group Managing Director (GMD) 
of the NNPC, Malam Mele Kyari, to 
halt the worsening state of crude oil 
theft across the country.

The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
of the Nigerian Upstream Petroleum 
Regulatory Commission (NUPRC), 
Mr Gbenga Komolafe and the Chief 
of Defence Staff, General Lucky 
Irabor, were also told to join the fight 
against oil thieves.

Speaking during an assessment 
tour of the Niger Delta, Sylva 
described the perpetrators as 
criminals, and said that the 
deployment of top stakeholders 
by Buhari was to underscore the 
importance of the situation.

The minister said that the days 
of oil vandals and oil thieves were 
numbered as efforts would be 
intensified to stop their criminal 
activities.

He said that government would 
no longer afford these activities, 
assuring that stringent action would 
soon be taken against the criminal 
elements.

According to the minister, there 
are three elements to the solution 
of the extant problem, including the 
communities.

Sylva said that since the 
perpetrators were from communities, 
the host communities needed to be 
involved in finding a lasting solution 
to the menace.

He tasked all stakeholders, 
including the security agencies and 
the operating companies on the 
urgent need to take the president’s 
order seriously and bring the menace 
to an end.

On his part, the GMD/CEO of 
NNPC Ltd, Malam Mele Kyari stated 
that the government had concluded 
plans to move against oil bunkering, 
pipeline vandalism and illegal 
activities threatening the country’s 
oil sector.

He noted that the government 
would leave no stone unturned to 
arrest the increasing spate of oil theft 
and destruction of the environment 
which had cost the country foreign 
exchange earnings.

Kyari said that the team which 
visited various sites where illegal oil 
refineries were being carried out was 
on a mission to ensure that illegal oil 
refining and theft of crude oil was 
halted.

At Ibaa, Emeoha Local Government 
of Rivers State, the team ordered the 
destruction of several illegal sites.

The NNPC’s helmsman said the 
country can no longer afford to see 
her oil illegally exploited and stolen, 
while assuring that the strategy 
being adopted would finally arrest 
the situation.

He commended the efforts of the 
security team to stop the perpetrators 
of the heinous act from denying 
the country of the much needed 
resources for economic development.

The trip and subsequent actions 
were necessitated by the public 
outrage against the massive stealing 
of Nigeria’s crude oil which had 
robbed the country of huge revenue.

In a recent presentation to both 
the Minister of State for Petroleum 
Resources and the GMD/CEO of 
the NNPC during the working visit, 
former chairman of the Independent 
Petroleum Producers’ Group (IPPG), 
Isah AbdulRasaq said that oil 
producers have been struggling with 
the incidence of crude oil theft which 
were unprecedented.

AbdulRasaq who lamented the 
escalating cost of security in the 
operations said between 15 per cent 
and 90 per cent of losses from oil 
theft in the last six months were from 
the eastern axis.

He called for the launching of 
major offensive against crude oil 
thieves and an executive private 
sector driven pipeline security 
initiatives.

The Nigeria Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (NDIC) says it 
has started engaging secondary 

school students in mentoring and 
enlightenment, on the benefits of 
saving.

The corporation in its official 
twitter handle @NDICNigeria, said 
on Sunday that the mentorship would 
also include how to manage money.

It said the move was in 
commemoration of the 2022 
Financial Literacy Day, with the 
theme: “Build your Future, Be Smart 

About Money”.
”In commemoration of this year’s 

Financial Literacy Day,  March 21 
to March 27, the NDIC has been 
mentoring secondary school students 
and enlightening them about the 
benefits of savings and how to 
manage money.

The News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) 
reports that the day has been set aside 
to mark the Global Money Week, a 
global awareness initiative, aimed 
at enhancing financial literacy and 
financial inclusion.

The Federal Government has 
urged the European Union 
(EU), to step up investments 

in gas and hydrocarbon in Nigeria 
to be able to meet the bloc’s energy 
needs.

The call is coming on the heels of 
the festering war between Ukraine 
and Russia, which threatens gas 
supply to European countries.

Russia currently supplies about 
30-40 per cent of EU’s gas needs.

Speaking during a courtesy call by 
the EU Ambassadors to Nigeria led 
by Amb. Samuela Isopi, Minister of 
State Petroleum Resources, Chief 
Timipre Sylva said Nigeria was 
ready to step in as alternative gas 
supplier to Europe.

In a statement on Saturday, by 
his Senior Adviser (Media and 
Communications) Horatius Egua, 

Sylva urged EU to encourage its oil 
and gas companies such as Shell, 
Eni, and Total Energies to scale up 
investments in the Nigerian gas 
sector.

“One of the things we warned 
against earlier was the speed 
with which EU was taking away 
investments in fossil fuels.

“We warned that the speed was 
faster than they were developing 
renewable energy. You can see now 
that what we were warning against 
is what is happening now,” the 
minister said.

He told the delegation that 
what stunted growth in the 
development of gas in Nigeria was 
fresh investments, and called for a 
change of attitude on the part of EU 
if its requests to increase supplies to 
Europe would be realised.

Financial Literacy Day: NDIC begins 
saving benefits enlightenment in schools

FG urges EU to step up investments in 
Gas infrastructure in Nigeria

regret when Prof. Kabiru Bala, 
Vice-Chancellor of Ahmadu 
Bello University (ABU) Zaria, 
visited him.

Yuguda appealed to 
investors to mandate their 
accounts for electronic 
payment to reduce the number 
of unclaimed dividends.

Lamido Yuguda, the Director-General of SEC

He noted that many 
investors had shares in 
the market which they had 
abandoned.

“People have not come 
forward to claim their 
dividends and this has led to 
huge unclaimed dividends.

“The Commission has been 
educating and enlightening 

the public on how they can get 
their dividends. People do not 
need to wait for the broker to 
send the dividend warrants 
through the registrars.

“The dividends can be 
paid directly into their bank 
accounts through e-dividend 
payments,’’ he said.

Yuguda said that SEC was 

currently carrying out some 
initiatives that would appeal 
to younger generations and 
attract them to the capital 
market.

Earlier, Bala described the 
visit as part of efforts by the 
university to connect with its 
alumni as done in most global 
universities. (NAN)

ROYAL NEWS
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GNI merges third-party with comprehensive 
motor insurance in MotorFlex

How preferences, policies 
dwindled Naira value – Experts

Great Nigeria Insurance 
Plc on Saturday said it 
had launched a generic 

product called MotorFlex insur-
ance to bridge the gap between 
the compulsory Third-Party 
and Comprehensive Motor in-
surance.

The Managing Director/CEO, 
GNI, Mrs Cecilia Osipitan, in a 
statement in Lagos, said Mo-

torflex insurance was a special-
ly designed third-party motor 
insurance policy with extended 
cover.

Osipitan explained that the 
scope of cover of MotorFlex 
insurance product includes; 
third-party limit up to N1 mil-
lion, which takes care of legal 
liabilities for third party bodily 
injuries and death or property 

The Managing Director/
Chief Executive Officer, 
Cowry Assets Manage-

ment, Mr Johnson Chukwu, 
has said lifestyle changes of 
Nigerians, among other rea-
sons, made the Naira to lose 
its pre-1986 strength against 
the dollar.

Chukwu spoke as part of 
panelists at a colloquium on 
‘Addressing the Foreign Ex-
change Question in Nigeria” 
during a seminar for Finance 
Correspondents and Business 
Editors, in Akure.

The Central Bank of Nige-
ria (CBN)-organised seminar, 
which entered its second day 
on Friday, has the theme, “Ex-
change Rate Management and 

Economic Diversification in 
Nigeria: The ‘PAVE’ Option.”

Chukwu said the Naira, over 
the years, lost its strength 
partly due to the change in 
taste of Nigerians, the coun-
try’s growing population and 
some policies, among others.

He said in 1960 for instance, 
the population of Nigeria was 
about 46 million and the taste 
for foreign things was rather 
low.

He said travelling abroad 
was also not very attrac-
tive as it is today, while the 
groundnut pyramids, cocoa 
and oil palm were utilised in 
strengthening the nation’s 
economy.

He said with many indus-

tries operating in Nigeria, im-
portation of many items was 
not necessary, resulting in low 
demand for foreign exchange.

He said today, the situation 
had changed, with the popu-
lation exceeding 200 million, 
industries ‘killed’ by policies, 
and a love for foreign goods.

Chukwu said all these put 
pressure on demand for for-
eign exchange, which was 
worsened by the non-addition 
of value to products in the 
country.

He said Nigeria must look 
seriously at the kind of labour 
being produced by review-
ing its educational system, to 
have products that would be 
competitive internationally.

ARIAN president says insurance agencies 
can employ 500,000 graduates yearly

Enugu Int’l trade fair: 
Participants laud security 
arrangement

The Association of Registered 
Insurance Agents of Nigeria 
(ARIAN) says the insurance 

agency network in Nigeria can 
provide employment opportunities 
for no fewer than 500,000 graduates  
yearly      Mr Kazeem Odewunmi, 
the President of ARIAN, made the 
assertion at the 2022 National 
Conference, Annual General Meeting, 
Election and induction of the new 
Executive Officers of ARIAN  in 
Lagos.

It had as its theme: “Insurance 
Penetration : A Determinant To 
Economic Growth , Agency As A 
Catalyst’’.

“The insurance industry has 
attracted more foreign direct 

investment into the country more 
than any other sector.

“Nigeria’s population stands at 
more than 200 million and 60 per 
cent  of these are below 65 years, with 
over 105 million working class.

“Obviously, Nigeria has massive 
potential for insurance business 
growth and no wonder several foreign 
insurance companies are making 
inroad to Nigeria to harness the 
potential,’’ he said.

According to Odewunmi, insurance 
agents can help to mop up investable 
funds for national development.

Odewunmi noted that the theme 
of the conference was symbolic and 
strategic, in view of the massive 
transformation going on in the 

insurance industry.
The ARIAN president expressed  

concern that insurance companies 
in Nigeria had not been able to 
leverage the massive market available 
for it  because of low investment in 
technology.

He said: “As an association, 
our strategic objective is to drive 
insurance penetration in accordance 
with National Insurance  Commission 
(NAICOM), Market Development 
And Restructuring Initiative (MDRI).

“We will empower our members 
through marketing automation 
because we believe we need 
technology to access more clients and 
penetrate the market,’’ Odewunmi 
said.

In his address, the Commissioner 
for Insurance / Chief Executive 
Officer, NAICOM, Mr Sunday 
Thomas, identified insurance agents 
as very critical components to grow 
the industry because of their large 
numbers and accessibility to the 
masses .

Participants at the ongo-
ing 33rd Enugu inter-
national trade fair have 

expressed satisfaction with the 
conducive environment and 
security arrangements in the 
venue.

The News Agency of Nige-
ria (NAN) correspondent who 
visited the scene reports that 
there was adequate security 
in place with more exhibitors 
trooping in to showcase their 
products.

Dangote and Nigeria Brew-
eries, major sponsors of the 
fair, were already on ground 
showcasing their products.

Some of the exhibitors who 
spoke to NAN on Friday said 
they were excited to partici-
pate in the fair, hoping to make 
good sales.

They lauded the conducive 
atmosphere and security mea-
sures in place.

A sales Representative, Sim-

damage while the vehicle is on 
the road.

“These third parties include 
pedestrians, other vehicles, oc-
cupiers of these vehicles and 
properties owned by third par-
ties, own damages of N100,000 
with driver’s medical expenses 
of N10,000 at an affordable pre-
mium of N7,500,“ she said.

According to her, the insur-

ba Group, who pleaded anony-
mous said the site for the fair 
was second to none.

He said the company hoped 
to attract customers to its 
stand to buy motorcycles, tri-
cycles and other products.

“We want to use the fair to 
showcase our products and I 
hope people will patronise us,” 
he said.

However, the fair hold-
ing at the permanent site on 
Enugu-Onitsha Expressway 
in Enugu began with a lot of 
activities and exhibitors con-
structing their stands.

Meanwhile President, Enu-
gu Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustry, Mines and Agriculture, 
Mr Jasper Nduagwuike, has 
said that the chamber could 
not ascertain the number of 
exhibitors as more organisa-
tions were coming in.

“It has been our culture to 
delay things but as I am speak-

ance firm designed the Mo-
torflex insurance because of 
the public perception that the 
comprehensive motor insur-
ance is for the elite due to its 
cost, while the third-party mo-
tor insurance is ‘let my people 
go policy without reasonable 
claims benefit.’

Osipitan noted that it be-
came pertinent to design the 
product in order to reduce 
premium loss due to failure by 
some vehicle owners to pur-

chase motor insurance poli-
cies.

She said some financial an-
alysts had reported that the 
insurance industry lost N530 
billion yearly to unpurchased 
motor insurance.

The managing director hint-
ed that the insurer, in its ef-
forts to deepen insurance pen-
etration, also developed other 
unique insurance products at 
competitive rates to assist pol-
icy holders in risk mitigation.
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While the Coal City State 
is adjudged as the 
most peaceful state in 

the country, it does not translate 
as the most secured following 
incessant forays, invasion and 
attacks by persons suspected to 
be Fulani herders.

This is against the backdrop 
of the passage and signing of 
yet to be operational anti-open 

Crimenews

How we arrested 
four suspects over 
taxi driver’s murder 
in Rivers – Police

Fulani herders 
reportedly invade 
Enugu communities

The Rivers State Police 
Command has narrated 
how its operatives tracked 

and arrested four suspects 
for allegedly killing a taxi 
driver identified as Onyekachi 
Obioma Chukwuagu.

Chukwuagu was killed in 
Rumuodogo community in 
Emohua Local Government 
Area of the state on March, 22, 
2022.

The suspects were reported 
to have kidnapped their victim 
while disguising as passengers 
and eventually killed him after 
he resisted their attempt to 
snatch his car.

According to the acting 
spokesman of the state police 
command, Grace Iringe-Koko, 
the suspects abandoned their 
victim’s vehicle by the roadside.

She said on receipt of 
the information, men of 
the command were “swiftly 
deployed to cordon off the 
area”.

The suspects include; Obichi 
Ngita (20), Chisom Honest 
(20), Young Chitu (21) and 
Omens Woke (21).

The police said Honest was 
arrested after an intense search 
after which he led operatives of 
the command to the location 

of the corpse and assisted in 
the arrest of the remaining 
suspects.

The police spokesman also 
revealed that the suspects 
confessed to killing their victim 
with a machete “for refusing to 
cooperate with them”.

She also assured that efforts 
are on to arrest other suspects 
indicted in the matter while 
promising that the suspects 
would be prosecuted after 
investigation.

The Rivers State 
Commissioner of Police, Friday 
Eboka, has condoled with the 
family of the deceased.

The Osun State Police has 
paraded a couple, Ganiyat 
Abass and Olatunbosun for 

the alleged theft of a six-day-old 
baby from his lactating mother, 
Jemilat Musa, a 23-year-old 
mentally challenged female at 
Agbele Compound, Iwo.

The couple who was paraded at 
the Osun State Police Command 
headquarters, Osogbo on Friday 
had denied the allegation of theft 
to which they have been arrested.

The Iwo Division of the Nigeria 
Police had alleged that she was 
arrested after an alarm was raised 
of a missing child and the child 
was found stuffed in a shopping 
bag.

In her statement before 
journalists, Ganiyat said she was 
a friend to Jemilat, the mentally 
challenged mother of the child 
and had given her money to buy 
bean cake.

She said all through Jemilat’s 
pregnancy, she was always by her 
side, clothing and feeding her.

She also said she wanted to see 
her husband who had moved to 
his new house, so she hurriedly 
carried the infant in her hands 
before she was apprehended and 
an alarm was raised.

Olatunbosun, the husband 
to Ganiyat Abass who denied 
knowledge of the theft said all he 
knew was that Ganiyat told him 
she was pregnant and always 
demanded money for a scan 
from him which he always gave 
her.

He stated that he was not 
aware of any plans by her to steal 
any baby.

However, Jemilat’s mother 
denied knowledge of the suspect 
adding that they did not know 
her and all she wanted to do was 
to steal the newborn baby.

The Katsina State Police 
Command says it succeeded 
in rescuing a 70-year-old 

man and his 40 cows from bandits 
who kidnapped him from Unguwar 
Fulani at Barkiya village of Kurfi 
LGA of the state.

SP Gambo Isah, spokesman of 
the police command in the state, 
disclosed this while briefing 
journalists on the recent 
achievements of the command.

According to SP Gambo, the 
armed bandits who attacked the 
residence of 70 years old Sada 
Kotoko, stormed the community 
in large numbers while riding 
on motorcycles around 1:00am, 
shooting sporadically with 
AK-47 rifles and eventually 
kidnapped him and carted away 
40 of his cattle.

 Fortunately for him, the 
police on receiving the report 

swiftly swung into action and 
succeeded in subduing the 
bandits after a fierce gun duel, 
rescuing the 70-year-old man 
and his 40 rustled cows by the 
hoodlums.

Similarly, the Katsina State 
Police Command also succeeded 
in arresting a 35-year-old Salisu 
Halilu of Yar Wafa village in 
Kurfi LGA of the state.

Salisu is alleged to be among 
the terrorist informer-cum-
kidnappers terrorizing Kurfi, 
Safana and Dutsinma LGAs in 
Katsina.

In the course of an investigation, 
Salisu confessed to committing 
the offence and also revealed that 
he was part of the terrorist gang 
that kidnapped one Alhaji Ibrahim 
Bello and did receive a ransom of 
N100,000 as his own share of the 
proceed from the kidnapping.

Osun police parade couple for stealing 
infant from mentally ill woman

Police rescue 70-year-old man from 
kidnappers in Katsina

grazing law by the government 
last September.

Before now there have 
been killer herders’ attacks 
in different communities in 
the state, most prominent 
of which was the Nimbo 
bloodbath.

In all these attacks, no 
arrests have been made and 
no serious security measures 

put in place to avert future 
occurrence, rather the security 
forces focus on repressing self-
defence by the beleaguered 
and defenceless people of the 
state.

Penultimate Thursday, 
the invaders struck again 
killing Six persons, including 
pregnant women, in an attack 
by suspected herdsmen in 

Mgbuji and Ebo autonomous 
communities in the Eha-
Amufu, Isi-Uzo Local 
Government Area of Enugu 
State.

Many residents in the 
communities were also said 
to have been missing while 
houses and motorcycles were 
burnt during the attack on 
seven farm settlements.

It was learnt that trouble 
started when some youths 
chased some herders out 
of their farms for allegedly 
allowing their cows to destroy 
hectares of cassava plantation.

In the ensuing struggle 
between the youth and the 
herders, some cows were said 
to have been killed, causing the 
herdsmen to launch a reprisal.

...Kill 6, raze houses, properties
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Gov. Abdullahi Ganduje 
of Kano State says the 
consensus method 

adopted at Saturday’s 
national convention of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
has made the party more 
united and stronger.

Ganduje made the 
observation in a statement 
issued in Kano on Sunday 
by his spokesman, Mr Abba 
Anwar.

Politicsnews

Osun 2022: Don’t be distracted by 
opposition’s antics, Oyetola urges electorate

Consensus made APC more 
united, stronger, says Gov. Ganduje

Gov. Gboyega Oyeola 
of Osun has urged the 
electorate to be wary of the 

antics of the opposition parties, 
who were out to distract them 
ahead of the July 16 governorship 
election in the state.

Oyetola said this during 
an engagement programme 
organised by the State’s Civic 
Engagement Centre for Osun 
State Conference of Artists 
Designers, House and Spraying 
Painter on Sunday in Osogbo.

Represented by his Special 
Adviser on Civic Engagement, 
Mr Olatunbosun Oyintiloye, the 
governor also urged members 
of the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) as well as the electorate to 
remain focused on the task of his 
reelection bid.

Oyetola, who noted that APC 
is still intact and indivisible in 
Osun, urged them not to be 
agitated, but to remain resolute, 
unflinching, and committed to 
the task ahead, noting that the 
mission is achievable.

The governor urged party 
members to continue to educate 
the populace on the need for 
stability, sustainability and 

continuity of his people’s oriented 
style of governance.

“As the election is approaching, 
we tasked all our members at all 
levels to employ door-to-door 
strategy to remind the electorate 
why our administration should be 
given a second chance to complete 
its developmental agenda for the 
state.

“Osun APC is strong and 
indivisible. I want to appeal to our 
members as well as the electorate 
not to be deceived or distracted 
by the lies and deceit made by 
opposition parties.

“You have seen and witnessed 
a lot of positive impacts and 
achievements we had made 
since the inception of our 
administration and you can be 
rest assured of better things to 
come when we are reelected,” he 
said.

Oyetola, who noted that the 
opposition would soon engage in 
campaign of calumny with fake 
promises, urged the electorate to 
be firm in their determination to 
ensure continuity.

He, however, commended 
members of the association for 
their support, adding that his 

administration would continue 
to provide a friendly environment 
for businesses to thrive.

In his remarks, the Chairman 
of the association, Siyanbola 
Shaeeb, commended the governor 
for putting human face into 
governance in the state.

Shaeeb said that members of 
the association would support the 
reelection bid of the governor.

He also appreciated the 
governor for providing enabling 
environment for members of the 
association to do their businesses 
without hindrance.

The Minister of 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 
Rotimi Amaechi, 

on Sunday said that 
the consensus National 
Chairman of APC, Sen. 
Abdullahi Adamu, would be 
a great chairman.

Amaechi said this in an 
interview with the News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in 
Abuja.

The minister, while 
expressing satisfaction with 
the emergence of Adamu, 
described him as a bridge-
builder.

“He will be a great 
chairman because he is a 
bridge-builder.

“We are satisfied with 
his emergence as National 
Chairman because he 
will bring his wealth of 
experience to the party’s 
advancement,” he said.

Amaechi added  that 
Adamu’s chairmanship is a 
roadmap to the party’s unity 
and harmony.

According to him, his 
chairmanship will  be an all-

inclusive one because of his 
love for the party.

Amaechi, however, 
solicited the support of 
all for the new national 
leadership of the party to 
properly position the party 
for giant strides.

NAN reports that Sen. 
Abdullahi Adamu from 
Nasarawa(North Central), 
emerged as  consensus 
National Chairman of 
the APC at the party’s 
convention in Abuja.

Chief David Kente, a chieftain 
of the All Progressive Congress 
(APC), Taraba, says there is 

no winner or loser in the contest for 
party executives in the just concluded 
National Convention of the APC.

Kente who is also a governorship 
aspirant in Taraba, said this while 
speaking with the News Agency of 
Nigeria (NAN) on Sunday at the 
Abuja Eagle Square, venue of the APC 
convention.

He congratulated Sen. Abudullahi 
Adamu, the newly elected National 

Chairman of the party on his 
emergence and other  members of 
the newly elected National Working 
Committee (NWC) of the APC.

“For the APC family, the contest for 
party offices do not produce winners 
and losers, we are all winners because 
our primary interest is to strengthen 
and unite the party.

“Let me on behalf of our great party 
congratulate those who have emerged 
as our national officers, you are all 
welcome on board,” he said.

The Taraba business mogul 

commended the sportsmanship 
of other aspirants, especially those 
who stepped down to pave way for 
consensus candidates. in the interest 
of the party.

He urged APC members, especially 
from Taraba to remain committed, 
and be prepared to continue to work 
for the interest of the party in the 
state and the country.

He advised stakeholders of the 
party to ensure discipline within its 
fold and be guided against conduct 
that could bring it into disrepute.

Adamu ‘ ll  be a 
great chairman 
–  Amaechi

No winner, loser in APC national 
convention – Chieftain

He said the successful 
conduct of the convention 
as a result of the advice by 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
on consensus arrangement.

“It was a great success if 
you look at the procedures 
followed.

“We undertook a lot of 
consensus during the exercise.

“Even in situations where 
consensus did not work, they 

had to go into election with 
all the proper process,’’ the 
governor said.

Ganduje pointed out that at 
the end of the exercise, APC 
came up with a new brand of 

leadership and the exercise 
made it to be more united and 
become stronger. (NAN)

Gboyega Oyeola

Amaechi

Ganduje
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Gov. Adegboyega Oyetola of 
Osun has congratulated a 
former deputy governor 

of the state, Sen. Iyiola Omisore, 
on his emergence as the new Na-
tional Secretary of the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC).

Oyetola spoke shortly after the 
announcement of Omisore as the 
newly elected National Secretary 
of the APC at the party’s national 
convention in Abuja on Sunday.

The governor also congratulat-
ed the new National Chairman of 
the party, Sen. Abdullahi Adamu, 
and other members of the APC 
National Working Committee 
(NWC).

He said he believed that the 
former Osun deputy governor 
would bring his wealth of expe-
rience to bear in the administra-
tion and management of the par-
ty’s affairs.

Oyetola expressed confidence 
in the ability of Omisore to deliv-
er and contribute to the growth 
of the party through his new po-

APC National Convention: Oyetola 
congratulates Omisore, other new party  officers

Clear your name of corruption charges 
– PDP tells Adamu, mocks APC

The Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
has reacted to the emergence of 
Senator Abdullahi Adamu as the 

newly elected national chairman of the 
All Progressives Congress, APC.

PDP National Publicity Secretary, 
Debo Ologunagba in a statement 
mocking the APC, counselled Adamu 
to spare a moment to reflect on the 
corruption charges brought against him 
by the Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission, EFCC, in 2010 for which he 
is yet to clear his name.

Ologunagba said , “A bad workman 
complains of his tools and an irredeemably 
bad workman complains of others. Adamu 
does not deserve a response from the 
PDP. He has a lot of baggage bordering on 

corruption allegations. He should first and 
foremost tell Nigerians, particularly the 
people of Nasarawa state the whereabouts 
of that huge sums of money.”

Speaking on Adamu’s claims that PDP 
destroyed Nigeria in 16 years, Ologunagba 
said, “a party that promised Nigerians 
change but brought them sorrow, pain 
and death should keep quiet at a time well-
meaning Nigerians are exploring ways to 
get the country back on track.

“Instead of change, APC brought us 
chaos-chaos in national security, chaos in 
economy, chaos in education and chaos 
across all sectors. There is no basis to 
compare the 16 glorious years of the PDP 
with the seven sorrowful years of the 
APC. Take to the streets and ask ordinary 

Nigerians to tell you the condition of their 
lives under APC and the PDP.”

Oluganagba, therefore, urged Adamu 
and all newly elected officials of the 
APC to celebrate their emergence with 
caution, stressing that “the Mala Buni 
caretaker committee that presided over 
the convention was illegal and something 
cannot stand on nothing.”

”At the appropriate time, Adamu and co-
travellers will have themselves to blame.

“At a time they were doing what they 
called a convention, terrorists wreaked 
havoc, seized the Kaduna airport and 
prevented innocent Nigerians from flying. 
Adamu should brace up for what awaits 
him and his party. Nigerians have moved 
on,” he added.

The Kwara State Police 
Command and the Peo-
ples Democratic Party, 

PDP, in the state have reacted to 
the arrest and release of Gover-
nor Abdulrahman AbdulRazaq’s 
Special Assistant on Rural Mobi-
lization, Comrade Musibau Es-
inrogunjo, in Ilorin over alleged 
traffic offences.

A video clip making the 
rounds on some social media 
platforms had depicted a scene 
of a man later identified as Es-
inrogunjo, being interrogated 
by a group of people over the 
recovery of some substance sus-
pected to be Indian hemp and a 
cartridge wrapped in paper.

He was also seen being slapped 
by an unidentified person.

According to the spokesman 
of the state police command, Mr 
Okasanmi Ajayi, on Sunday, “the 
video in question was posted 
by a mischievous individual to 
achieve a result still unknown to 
the Command.”

Explaining what actually 
transpired on the day, Okasanmi 
said, “the man in the video later 
identified to be one Musibau Es-
inrogunjo was caught commit-
ting a traffic offence by driving 
against traffic, thereby causing 
a serious traffic hold-up at NYSC 
Secretariat junction, Ahmadu 
Bello way, Ilorin, the state capi-

tal.
“The traffic warden on duty 

who arrested him for the offence 
was dealt a slap by Mr Esinro-
gunjo and his aide, which drew 
the anger of passersby around 
the vicinity.

“They attempted to physically 
assault him but for the prompt 
arrival of police officers that res-
cued and took the parties to the 
police Headquarters, the closest 
police Formation to the scene.

“A search conducted in the ve-
hicle of Mr Esinrogunjo resulted 
in the recovery of a substance 
suspected to be Indian hemp 
and an item that looked like a 
cartridge wrapped with charm.

Doyin Okupe, a former 
aide of ex-President 
Goodluck Jonathan, 

has advised the ruling All Pro-
gressives Congress, APC, to 
Zone the presidential ticket to 
the South.

Okupe also announced that 
he is vying for the position of 
President of Nigeria in 2023.

While congratulating the 
APC for a successful Nation-
al Convention, he said, ”I, Dr 
Doyin Okupe, Nigerian, PDP 
Stalwart and Presidential 
aspirant on my own behalf 
and on behalf of my family, 
wholeheartedly congratu-
late, President Muhamma-
du Buhari, Governor Buni 
and his team and the entire 
APC members through-
out the federation on the 
extraordinarily successful 
convention held at eagle 
square on the 26th& 27th 
of march 2022.

”If the truth must be told, 
this successful outcome was 
contrary to the expecta-
tions of many Nigerians in-
cluding me, and even some 
members of the APC itself.

”I am pleased to observe 

that the president finally 
threw his weight behind the 
peace resolution efforts and 
politically exploited the re-
spect that many of the APC 
leadership has for him.

”I will enjoin the APC 
leadership to follow the 
path of righteousness & 
justice to go further & elect 
a southern candidate at its 
presidential primaries.

”I am not a member of 
APC & never will be. but I 
am a major stakeholder in 
the Nigerian project and 
the quest for national re-
birth therefore I will lend 
my voice to actions by any 
political party that takes com-
mendable steps that will move 
Nigeria closer to the desires of 
its teeming population.

”I acknowledge that APC 
has just taken one of such 
steps and I heartily congratu-
late them. May God continues 
to guide our leaders and polit-
ical elites on all platforms to 
do what is right, just and eq-
uitable at all times, in Jesus’ 
mighty name.

”I am Dr Doyin Okupe. I am 
running for President.”

Zone Presidency to South – Doyin 
Okupe advises APC, declares 
presidential ambition

Police, PDP react to arrest, release of Gov AbdulRazaq’s aide in Ilorin

sition.
According to the governor, Om-

isore will deploy his political sagac-
ity, leadership qualities and expe-
rience ,which he acquired in  both 
public and private sectors, towards  
building a virile and healthy party 
at the centre.

The News Agency of Nigeria 
((NAN) reports that the former 
Osun deputy governor was re-
turned elected through a consen-
sus arrangement reached by other 
aspirants ,who withdrew from the 
contest.

NAN reports that  the position 
of the APC National Secretary was 
zoned to the South-West by the 
party’s national leadership.

Oyetola hailed the leadership 
quality of President Muhammadu 
Buhari and praised him for playing 
a fatherly role to unite the party in 
the interest of all.

“First of all, I must thank our 
leaders in the South-West for their 
support for our own Sen. Iyiola 
Omisore. Governor Adegboyega Oyetola

Politics/News

“This is a great thing for us in Osun 
APC and I must thank other contes-
tants for conceding and accepting to 
withdraw from the race.

“I commend them for the bold 
step, just as I assure them of our sup-
port in their times of need. I have no 
doubt in the capacity of Otunba Om-
isore to deliver and take our party to 
a greater level.

“As you can see, the peaceful atmo-
sphere here and the seamless con-
duct of the convention is a testimony 
to the strong unity that exists in our 
party,” he said.

Omisore said the successful con-
duct of the convention was an attes-
tation that the APC  had its ways of 
resolving issues without necessarily 
resorting to conflict.

He added that contrary to the neg-
ative expectations of some people, 
the APC National Convention went 
on peacefully.

The governor said that security op-
eratives did wonderfully well in en-
suring the security of life and prop-
erty.
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World Cup playoff: ‘Go hard on him’ – Osimhen 
reveals what Ghana coach told Amartey, Djiku

Nigeria vs Ghana: Eguavoen told Super Eagles 
players to start against Black Stars in Abuja

Former Nigerian 
goalkeeper, Andrew 
Aikhoumogbe, has told 

Super Eagles interim coach, 
Austine Eguavoen the players 
to start against Ghana when 
both teams clash in a 2022 

Nigeria striker, Victor Osimhen, 
has opened up on what he 
heard one of the assistant 

coaches of Ghana telling Black Stars 
central defenders Daniel Amartey and 
Alexander Djiku during their World 
Cup playoff on Friday.

Nigeria and Ghana played out a 
goalless draw in the first leg of the 
World Cup qualifying playoff in 
Kumasi.

While Osimhen led the Super 
Eagles attack, Leicester City’s Daniel 
Amartey and Djiku were on the 
Napoli man and eventually stopped 

The Nigeria Cricket 
Federation (NCF) and 
Access Bank Plc have 

entered into a partnership 
on the Nigeria Women’s T20 
Invitational billed for the 
Tafawa Balewa Square Cricket 
oval, Lagos.

Uyi Akpata, President of the 
federation, confirmed this on 
Sunday, while inspecting the 

EPL: He annoys me – Cascarino tells Man United not to offer top star fresh contract

Former Chelsea star, Tony 
Cascarino, has warned 
Manchester United against 

offering midfielder Bruno Fernandes 
a new deal.

The midfielder moved to Old 
Trafford from Sporting CP in 2020 
and is reportedly close to signing a 
new five-year deal at Old Trafford.

The new deal for the Portuguese 
would be to improve his current 
£100,000 per week deal which is 
nowhere near one of the top earners 
at Old Trafford.

Reports in Portugal suggest 
his new deal will see him earn 
£220,000-a-week.

“It is a very strange set of 
circumstances where you are offering 
someone with three years left on 
their contract a new five-year deal,” 
Cascarino told talkSPORT.

“When he got a hat-trick vs Leeds 
[on the opening day of the season] 
you thought: ‘Wow, this is going to be 

some season for United.’
“He frustrates me, he is a talent but 

he is always waving his arms about. 
It feels like he is complaining and 
moaning about his team all the time 
in the game.

“Don’t get me wrong, Roy Keane 

Cricket Federation partners Access Bank for 
Women’s T20 Invitational tourney

did that, but he didn’t wave his arms 
around, he would have a go at you 
which I understand.

“But I would get very annoyed when 
a player turns his back on playing and 
is getting embroiled in other problems 
while the game is going on.

“I don’t think they should be 
offering him a deal yet. If he gets to 
the stage where he is playing like the 
Bruno Fernandes who first arrived 
at the club over the next year I would 
be saying yeah to a new contract. Not 
now.”

FIFA World Cup second leg 
playoff.

Nigeria will host Ghana at 
the Moshood Abiola National 
Stadium in Abuja on Tuesday.

Eguavoen’s men had played 
a 0-0 draw against the Blacks 

Stars at the Baba Yara Stadium 
in Kumasi on Friday.

But Aikhoumogbe has asked 
Eguavoen to feature Odion 
Ighalo and Victor Osimhen in 
Super Eagles’ attack line against 
Ghana in the second leg.

“I was really impressed with 
the attitude of the players 
against the Black Stars of 
Ghana in Kumasi in the first 
leg. Despite the intimidating 
crowd, the players still 
composed themselves and 
could have scored with the few 
chances that came their way.

“With the second leg set for 
Abuja, I will advise Eguavoen to 
partner Osimhen with Ighalo 
because Ighalo’s experience 
will definitely come in handy. 
It will even take some of the 
burdens away from Osimhen 
and attention will be on Ighalo.

“I am confident the Super 
Eagles will get the job done 
in Nigeria and qualify for 
Qatar,” Aikhoumogbe told 
Completesport.

Sports
news

him from finding the back of the net 
in Kumasi.

Osimhen had scored in previous 
away matches against Cape Verde, 
Central African Republic and Liberia 
until Friday.

“Mostly the assistant coach will 
come up from the bench and say, 
‘go hard on him’, Amartey and the 
other defender Djiku,” Osimhen told 
Elegbete TV Sports.

“They were trying to do the 
assignment very well but they don’t 
know we have some kind of deadly 
technique that can actually get the 

job done for us. We are really happy 
with our performance”.

He added : “They were trying to 
tame me, I am not the kind of player 
that makes simulations but when I’m 
hit for sure I will go down, it’s part 
of the game, but when the referee 
doesn’t call for a foul it’s normal to 
react.

“I don’t care what people are 
saying about me falling down. The 
game was really a massive one, the 
whole Ghanaian fans came out for 
their team but we were pushed to get 
something out of the game”.

oval ahead of matches beginning 
on Monday.

Akpata said the partnership 
would help drive the goal of 
inclusion for the female gender, 
to a new height in the sport.

“We are glad that a brand like 
Access Bank finds what we are 
doing as a good avenue to express 
their women’s empowerment 
agenda and connect with the 
broader African communities 
where they operate.

“It’s a win-win situation for all 
parties, but more importantly 
as a Federation, I am very glad 
that we can reach more people 
with our goal and with Access 
Bank behind us,’’ he said.

On his part, Amaechi Okobi, 
Group Head, Corporate 
Communication of Access 
Bank, said that the plans of 
the federation aligned with the 
values of the bank.

“As a Pan-African Bank, we 
always get excited when we see 
opportunities to connect with 
more of our customers across 
the continent.

“We have five African 
countries converging for this 
event and one common thing 
here apart from the game they 
have come to play is Access 
Bank,” he added.

Meanwhile, Ghana, Sierra 
Leone, the Gambia and Rwanda 
have all arrived Lagos and had 
practice rounds, ahead of the 
event scheduled to begin on 
Monday and would last till April 
4. (NAN)

Alex Ferguson



Published by MODISULT Media Concept, Suite BPS 19, Bannex Plaza, Wuse 2, Abuja. Adverts 08135343684, 
08058179272, e-mail: chukwudiemma2005@yahoo.com; Publisher/Editor -In-Chief: AROWONA ABDULAZEEZ

info@royalnews.com.ng; +2349033698187         Monday, March 28, 2022

Naomi Sharang
GUEST COLUMNIST

BREAKING NEWS Platform

DAILY

ROYAL NEWS
The online  

Nigeria vs Ghana: 
Eguavoen told Super 
Eagles players to 
start against Black 
Stars in Abuja PG 17

2023: Addressing the plight of women via gender-related bills
Naomi Sharang of  News Agency 

of Nigeria (NAN) in the piece,  
x-rays many agenda-related bills 

pending at the National Assembly, zero-
ing more on the effects the ones that had 
been rejected will add as part of the plights 
Nigerian women are facing in the country.

Female legislators over the years have 
sponsored bills on women’s issues, but an-
alysts say because of the male dominance 
of the political space, such bills failed to 
gain the support of the legislature.

A former senator in the 7th Senate, 
Sen. Helen Esuene had said that women 
were still under-represented in all politi-
cal structures in Nigeria.

Esuene who was then the Chairperson, 
Senate Committee on Women Affairs and 
Youth Matters, said that although wom-
en had participated actively in politics in 
the country, they had nothing to show for 
it except to mobilise for the electoral suc-
cesses of other people.

“Much has been said about gender im-
balance, violence against women, girl-
child education, rape and other problems 
of women, but little had been done to ad-
dress them.”

The Africa Report had detailed how 11 
pieces of legislation that sought to pro-
mote gender equality were frustrated in 
the last decade.

“They include the Gender Equal Oppor-
tunities; Abuse and Administration Bill, 
2010; Gender Equal Opportunities Abuse 
and Administration Bill 2012 (both spon-
sored by Sen. Helen Esuene).

“Others include the Affirmative Ac-
tion (Equal Opportunity for Women) 
Bill, 2012; Gender and Equal Opportuni-
ty Bill, 2014 both sponsored by Rep. Uzo-
ma Nkem-Abonta.

“Women Empowerment and Gender 
Equality Act, 2015; Electoral Act (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2015, to ensure that all polit-
ical parties are gender-sensitive and to 
eliminate all forms of discrimination in 
all political parties.”

In the 9th Senate, the Gender Equal 
Opportunities Bill was rejected for the 
third time in five years.

The bill was sponsored by Sen. Biodun 
Olujimi (PDP-Ekiti).

The bill sought to promote gender 
equality in the country and to reinforce 
existing laws against gender-based vio-
lence.

The proposed package was rejected af-
ter some lawmakers in the Senate cited 
social, cultural and religious concerns, as 
reasons for rejection.

Kicking against the Bill, Sen. Yusuf 

Yusuf (APC-Taraba) said the equality of 
the male and female gender “infringes 
on the Quran.

“This equality infringes on the Quran. 
I will not support the passage of the bill 
until the word equal is removed. When 
you bring equality into it, it infringes on 
the Quran.”

Similarly, Sen. Aliyu Wamakko, 
(APC-Sokoto State) said equality was 
wrong when it relates to Islamic and so-
cio-cultural practices.

He said: “When it comes to socio-cul-
tural practices, it is wrong. When you 
talk of equity it is okay. When you talk of 
equality it is no. I   will not support it.”

Conversely, Sen. Istifanus Gyang 
(PDP-Plateau) said women were entitled 
to equal opportunities.

“Women have been at the receiving end 
of being excluded. Women are entitled to 
equal opportunities. Being a woman is not 
being less human.”

On his part, Deputy President of the 
Senate, Ovie Omo-Agege said the bill 
should be allowed to go for second read-
ing.

He pointed out that the concerns raised 
by Senators Yusuf and Wamakko would be 
addressed at the public hearing.

“The feelers I’m getting from the cham-
bers, it appears the consultation has not 
gone far enough.

“I want to plead that this bill should 
not be killed here but should be allowed 
to go for public hearing so if there is any-
thing that Sen. Olujimi missed, it will be 
addressed.”

Furthermore, in what would have ap-
peared as succour for the womenfolk, 
three bills on women were recommend-
ed by the Joint National Assembly Com-
mittee on the Review of the 1999 Consti-
tution but the bills were not passed.

The report of the Senate was tagged 
“Report of Senate Committee on the Re-
view of the 1999 Constitution (Fifth Al-
teration) Bills, 2022 and had 68 clauses

They are Constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (Fifth Altera-
tion) Bill, No. 35, 2022 (Special Seats for 
Women — Sections 48, 49, 71, 77 & 117).

“The Bill seeks to create special seats 
for women in the Senate, House of Repre-
sentatives and State Houses of Assembly.

This is by creating one special seat in 
each state of the Federation and the FCT 
reserved solely for women without prej-
udice to their eligibility to contest in the 
existing senatorial seats in each state and 
the FCT.

“For the House of Representatives, it 

an is an epitome of the future, she is the 
representative of what the future holds, if 
we don’t look after the nation, the nation 
is at risk and if we don’t also give to that 
group, then we are not taking care of to-
morrow.”

Mrs Odi Lagi, Senior Programme Direc-
tor, Network of University Legal Aid In-
stitutions (NULAI) said: “It looks like our 
society does not comprehend the place of 
women yet in the society.

“We have to do more to make them un-
derstand that the role of women is very key 
to sustainable development in the country.

“The Bills that were rejected are mind 
boggling that we will not have a right to in-
digeneship in the states that we are mar-
ried to or be able to confer our husbands 
from outside the country, citizenship as it 
is due men.

“As women, we need to go back and re-
affirm and recalculate our strategy and 
make sure come 2023, we are looking at 
people who are gender sensitive to be elect-
ed into office.

“Because if we don’t put people who will 
speak for us while in office, then our issues 
will never be front burner,” Lagi said.

Mr Clement Nwankwo, Executive Di-
rector, Policy and Legal Advocacy Centre 
(PLAC), urged the National Assembly to 
re-introduce the Bill seeking to provide for 
Special Seats for Women in the National 
and State Houses of Assembly.

“The decision of the National Assembly 
to reject the key constitution amendment 
bill aimed at creating special seats for wom-
en in the National and State Houses of As-
sembly, re-enforces the need to continue to 
press on the government.

“This is for it to take significant actions 
towards full participation and equal lead-
ership opportunities for women at all lev-
els of decision making in Nigeria.’’

He said that the reintroduction of the 
bill should be with a view to passing same 
before the end of the 9th Assembly.

Nonetheless, with the various protests 
held by different women organisations, the 
House of Representatives decided to recon-
sider three of the bills.

They include Indigeneship Bill, Citizen-
ship Bill and the 35 per cent affirmative ac-
tion on political parties.

The Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, Femi Gbajabiamila, said the bills 
would come up for voting.

He said that situation where there is a 
difference in the voting results, he would 
rely on the constitution to rule on the har-
monisation since the constitution allowed 
the House to regulate itself.

Alteration) Bill, No. 68, 2022 (Affirma-
tive Action).

“This Bill seeks to alter the Constitution 
to provide a minimum percentage of 10 
women nominees as ministers and com-
missioners in the Federal and State Exec-
utive Councils, respectively: as this will 
guarantee inclusivity of women in gov-
ernance.”

For this Bill, 44 senators voted for the 
Bill while 43 voted against it.

In her reaction, Sen. Olujimi who was 
disheartened over the action of her male 
colleagues said “it’s a sad commentary 
how men place us as the female gender.

“It is disheartening; a great set back be-
cause we had worked a lot. It had taken us 
two years. And beyond the two years, we 
had spoken to everybody that mattered in 
the issue. It is very painful to find out that 
none of them survived.

“We are too disappointed. Not even the 
smallest one 10 women out of ministers, 
not even that passed. This shows you how 
our gender is valued in this country.

“I pray that, that does not continue be-
cause if it does, it’s going to be a disservice 
to people coming behind.

“The future is in the woman, the wom-

is two additional seats for each state and 
the FCT that is to be reserved for women 
without prejudice to their eligibility and 
to contest for the other seats.

“And finally for the Houses of Assem-
bly of each state, one additional seat from 
each of the three senatorial districts is re-
served solely for women. This is to en-
hance/encourage women participation 
and representation in governance.”

During voting on this bill, 30 senators 
voted for the bill while 58 voted against 
the bill.

The second Alteration Bill that was re-
jected by the National Assembly is the 
“Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, 1999 (Fifth Alteration) Bill, No. 
37, 2022 (Affirmative Action for Wom-
en in Political Party Administration- Sec-
tion 223)

“This Bill seeks to provide for affirm-
ative action for women in political party 
administration by requiring a minimum 
of 35 per cent of party executive members 
at all levels to be women.

Thirty four senators voted “Yes” and fif-
ty three voted “No” for the bill.

The third Bill is “Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (Fifth 

Sen. Helen Esuene


